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I’m Michael Smith and I’m honored to be here tonight.

At least I think I’m honored – first speaker I’ve ever heard of where  you have to let the 
audience play Bingo while I’m talking because of the tremendous risk I’ll be boring.

You are sitting in a dangerous place – I’ve got a microphone and a hundred years of history 
to cover.

My three boys can tell you just how bad it is. 
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This is one of their favorite books
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They all said “Dad, this is you!”

But it got me thinking, “you know, dirt is actually a good place to start”.
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This is a large pile of dirt.
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This is the same pile of dirt from the air.  It’s known as Tell Harari in Syria, close to the Iraqi 
border.
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MARI

This is what it would have looked like around 2,000 B.C. – close to the Euphrates with a 
canal running through the middle of the city.

But why am I talking about an ancient Babylonian city at a Chamber of Commerce 
banquet?
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MARI

In ancient times, say 2,600 B.C. it was the city and kingdom of Mari, an important political 
and commercial center on the western bank of the Euphrates in ancient Mesopotamia.  

Mari became prosperous due to its beneficial geographical location on the northern trading 
route between Syria and Mesopotamia, in close vicinity of Mediterranean Sea, the Assyrian 
area to the north-east and Babylonia to the southeast.

Mari was discovered in 1933.
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MARI

If you’re using a relatively recent Bible, it’s probably in the back.

We know some of the people who passed through Mari - like Abraham and Terah – on the 
way from Ur to Haran.
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CUNEIFORM

Because archaeologists discovered over 25,000 cuneiform tablets written in Akkadian 
language in Mari. Almost all the tablets found were dated to the last 50 years of Mari's 
independence (c. 1800 – 1750 BC)

They give information about the kingdom, its customs, and the names of people who lived 
during that time.

More than 3000 are letters, the remainder includes administrative, economic, and judicial 
texts.

FIRST EXAMPLE OF TRADE ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TOGETHER TO FACILITATE TRADE TO 
BENEFIT THEIR COMMUNITY.

The economy in Mari was centralized and directed through a communal organization – noty
the king or the palace - where grains were stored in communal granaries, and distributed 
amongst the population according to social statues. The organization also controlled the 
animal herds in the kingdom. 

And we can assume it oversaw other aspects of trade like organizing and protecting 
caravans.
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THE MEDITERRANEAN 
SEA

I want to start moving forward through time and geography towards where we are tonight, 
and that means coming west across the Mediterranean Sea from it’s east coast to its west –
and coming forward in time a couple of thousand years.
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MASSILA 
(MARSEILLE)

In the sixth century, B.C., Greek traders established a colony in southern France which they 
called, Massila, or Marseille.
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MASSILA 
(MARSEILLE)

Can see the galleys in the harbor in this artist’s rendering of the old harbor.
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MARSEILLE

This is what it looks like today.  Lots of boats.
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MARSEILLE
C. 1575 A.D.

Here’s what it looked like in the late 16th century.

What do you have right over the horizon when you have ships with valuable cargoes>  
Pirates – the corsairs of the Barbary Coast

On August 5, 1599 the Marseilles City Council appointed special delegates called Deputies 
of Commerce to organize the protection of French merchant ships against pirates in the 
Mediterranean Sea.

But they didn’t have a 1 Call Staffing to call back then – they interviewed the candidates, 
who were to be

dignes, suffisants et solvables, which means
worthy, sufficient and solvent .
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XEBECS 
FIGHTING 
PIRATE 
GALLEYS

The deputies began sending out “xebecs” to protect the merchant shipping from the 
corsairs.

Xebecs fought pirate galleys 
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Again, why am I telling you about the activities of the Marseille “coast guard?”

Because of the name the deputies chose for their organization.  They took the name of the 
room in which they met
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CHAMBRE DE 
COMMERCE ET 
INDUSTRIE DE
MARSEILLE/PROVENCE
- 1599

The Deputies de Commerce became known as the Chambre of Commerce et Industrie de 
Marseille Provence.

This is where all Chambers come from – the Marseille Chamber created in 1599.
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If you go to Marseille today you’ll see the name “Chambre de Commerce” on the front of 
the Palais de la Bourse – the home of the Marseille Chamber, which had its RIBBON 
CUTTING in the 1860s.

More than 400 years later, they have the same name – spell out …
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THE FIRST 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 
MEETING

The first Chamber of Commerce meeting looked like the Three Musketeers
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Let’s look at the other name on that building because that tells us something else about 
Chambers – they do what their members want them to.

Palais de la Bourse – the home of the Marseille Chamber, which had its RIBBON CUTTING 
in the 1860s.

Marseille merchants asked the Chamber to establish a “Bourse” or stock market in 
Marseille. 

Eurotext in 2000
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LE PALAIS DE LA 
BOURSE - MARSEILLE
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COMMERCE DE 
MARSEILLE (1788)

What else did the Marseille Chamber do?

When the French navy needed new ships after the Seven Years’ War in the 1760’s, the 
government looked to prominent institutions through a program called “don de vaisseaux” 
or “gift of ships of the line”. 

This included the Commerce de Marseille, a 178-gun ship of the line of the French Navy, 
lead ship of the Océan class. She was funded by a don des vaisseaux donation from 
chamber of commerce of Marseille. 
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U.S.S.
FIRE ANT 
FESTIVAL 
(DDG-62)

This would be about like our Chamber sponsoring the guided missile destroyer U.S.S. Fire 
Ant Festival.
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THE SEVEN YEARS 
WAR (1756-1763)

But since I brought up the Seven Years War, let’s move forward a couple hundred years.

The SYW was the first true “world war” with this fight between Brtain and France spilling 
over into North America, where we refer to it as the French & Indian War.
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THE AMERICAN 
COLONIES – LATE 1700S

What does that have to do with Chambers of Commerce?  Well, it’s what started them in 
North America.  Let me explain.
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BRITISH SOLDIERS - 1763

Here’s a nice group of redcoats – British soldiers.  They were our side back then, and 
worked with colonial officers like George Washington.

But after the war, Britain had a 10,000 man standing army in NA and no money to pay 
them.  Not that they cared about the soldiers, but 1,500 were officers – politically 
connected younger sons of the English nobility who they couldn’t let go because – this was 
their only job.
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THE STAMP TAX 
ACT (1765)

The means of raising revenue was the Stamp Tax Act imposed a direct tax on the British 
colonies and plantations in America and required that many printed materials in the 
colonies be produced on stamped paper produced in London, carrying an embossed 
revenue stamp.

Printed materials included legal documents, professional licenses, magazines, playing cards, 
dice, pamphlets, newspapers, and many other types of paper used throughout the 
colonies. 
Had to be paid in valid British currency, not in colonial paper money.

As I said, the purpose of the tax was to pay for British military troops stationed in the 
American colonies after the French and Indian War, which was the North American theater 
of the Seven Years' War. 

However, the colonists knew that they didn’t need the army for protection from Indians - it 
was actually a matter of British patronage to surplus British officers and career soldiers.
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NEW YORK 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE -
1768

In 1768 the first Chamber of Commerce in North America organized in New York as a result 
of the Stamp Tax Act.

Forced to organize in self defense to fight the Act 

Originally 20 merchants – organize a boycott of British manufactured goods – Parliament 
repealed the Act a year later.

CHAMBER LED A COALITION 

Dress rehearsal for the Revolution les than a decade later. Colonies cooperating and 
developing the idea that taxation without representation is a bad thing. 

And we don’t like it much better with representation either

LET’S MOVE UP THE COAST …
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BOSTON 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE -
1773

In 1773 the Boston Chamber organizes to protest the latest British attempt to tax the 
colonies, and organizes the ultimate CHAMBER AFTER HOURS …
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THE BOSTON 
TEA PARTY

… the Boston Tea Party

Now, the Boston Chamber’s records don’t actually record the Boston Tea Party as an official 
Chamber event because not usually a good Chamber activity to destroy members’ 
businesses

So, Pres. Tim Huff, Marshall Chamber doesn’t have program to destroy local businesses?

Yes, we do - the Spelling bee.
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CHARLESTON 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE - 1773

Now let’s go down the coast to another colonial port city whose merchants were 
organizing – Charleston in 1773.

Charleston had a tea party t00 – actually it had two.  But the second Tea Party was a 
Southern affair.

First British ship that appeared, the London, had cargo confiscated and locked up in 1773.
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THE CHARLESTON 
TEA PARTY

When the second ship, HMS Britannia arrived in 1774 they locals convinced the captain to 
dump the tea into the river himself in broad daylight.

So, Cheers!  I guess you call that a MIXER, I’m not sure.
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NEW YORK 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE -
1768

Let’s go back to New York, because the NY Chamber in the 19th century is a good example 
of what Chambers do
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"People had been talking about the dream of building a canal that went all the way from 
the Atlantic, to the upper Great Lakes since the 1790s.

New York is uniquely positioned, it has the only gap in the Appalachian Mountains between 
Georgia and Newfoundland.

The canal linked Lake Erie in Buffalo with the Hudson River in Albany, making it possible to 
move materials and goods from the Midwest to New York City. 

The canal was originally promoted as a way of opening upstate New York, and it actually 
facilitated the opening of all those Great Lake states that could ship their product by lake 
through the canal to New York City. 

The canal not only transformed upstate New York - it turned New York City into the biggest 
port in the country and one of the most important centers for commerce, trade and finance 
in the world.  

When they started canal construction, New York was just one of probably a dozen Atlantic 
coast ports that were more or less equal. 
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The rise of New York as a financial center is a direct result of the construction, or completion, 
of the Erie Canal.
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NEW YORK 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE -
1768
 TRANSATLANTIC CABLE

 NEW YORK TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Also promoted NY later.

Needed transatlantic cable because it’s not like today where I can call Fidelity and get 
hooked up to the Internet and see what’s happening instantaneously.
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CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND GOVERNMENT

• With the advent of governmental regulation in the 1900s, governmental 
affairs on federal, state and local levels became major items in the program 
of Chambers. 

• Chambers often became the voice of business of government.

We’ll see this in just a couple of weeks when we travel to Austin to meet with our 
legislators and with agency officials, and discuss our community’s needs.
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U.S. CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE - 1912

As a result of a suggestion by President William Howard Taft that some system of national 
cooperation between business and government be established, the Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States was created on April 22, 1912.

It was a new step in commercial organization--a representative federation with 
autonomous Chambers of Commerce and trade associations from every part of the country 
and from every type of industry as its controlling and directing force.
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MARSHALL PROGRESSIVE 
LEAGUE

Marvin Turney, President (1912-1913)

Marshall State Bank – 1905
Merged with First National Bank - 1916
Marshall Federal Savings & Loan – ret. 1945
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MARSHALL 
PROGRESSIVE 
LEAGUE
MARVIN TURNEY, PRESIDENT (1912-
1913)

Harrison County Dairy herd Improvement Association – in 1941 his cow placed third with 
1,011 pounds of milk.  Stormy.

Lifetime member of the Chamber’s board of directors

Marshall Traction Company – he organized in 1909
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What’s the “Marshall Traction Company”?
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It’s STREETCARS
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1919 – MARSHALL PROGRESSIVE LEAGUE 
BECOMES THE MARSHALL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE
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MARSHALL CHAMBER 
PROGRAM OF WORK (1947)
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MARSHALL CHAMBER 
PROGRAM OF WORK (1947)

• Economic well-being of the community is 
dependent on civic development as well.
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MARSHALL CHAMBER 
PROGRAM OF WORK (1947)

• Economic well-being of the community is 
dependent on civic development as well.

• “If no one is thinking about it, nothing is 
going to happen”
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MARSHALL CHAMBER 
PROGRAM OF WORK (1947)

• Economic well-being of the community is 
dependent on civic development as well.

• “If no one is thinking about it, nothing is 
going to happen”

• Chamber work involves building 
coalitions
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MARSHALL CHAMBER 
PROGRAM OF WORK (1947)

Public health – important role in development of health care in Harrison County, 
culminating in hospital that is now CHRISTUS
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MARSHALL CHAMBER 
PROGRAM OF WORK (1947)
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MARSHALL CHAMBER 
PROGRAM OF WORK (1947)

Audrey Kariel once told me:

Every project I worked on...came as a result of a chamber committee...
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MARSHALL 
PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 
(1973)

• Chamber Culture and 
Education Committee 
(1968-1973)

• Worked with 865 
member Friends of Public 
Library 

Marshall Public Library - opened October 1973.
The Chamber's Culture and Education Committee (1968-1973) and a 865 member Friends 
group helped convince the city to make the public library a department of the city.
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CIVIC CENTER 
AUDITORIUM 
(1984)

• Chamber Culture and 
Education Committee 
(1976-1984)

• Opening Floyd Cramer 
concert began Marshall 
Symphony endowment 
fund

Civic Center Auditorium at the Marshall Convention Center - opened 1984
The Chamber's Culture and Education Committee (1976-1984) helped complete this 
project.
Floyd Cramer pianist, opened the auditorium playing with the Marshall symphony. Cramer 
donated his fee to begin the Marshall symphony endowment fund....Carolyn Abney and 
Audrey Kariel were co-chairs of the Chamber committee.
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T&P DEPOT 
(1999)

• Chamber Depot 
Committee (1988-1999)

• Worked with city and
other stakeholders

Marshall Depot Restoration – 1999

MarshallDepot Committee of the Chamber of Commerce (1988 - 1999) raised over $1.4 
million dollars to restore the building and planned the museum in the depot with 
professional help out of Houston, as well as work to save passenger rail service in Marshall.
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COURTHOUSE
TSTC
HIGHWAYS
PARKS
RETAIL
INDUSTRY
FESTIVALS

55



“IF NO ONE IS THINKING ABOUT IT, 
NOTHING IS GOING TO HAPPEN”

Time and time again, the Chamber has been where the people of Marshall come together 
to make things happen.

Where needs are identified and coalitions put together to address those needs.
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For the past century, the Chamber has been where the people of Marshall have come 
together to

Make better place for our businesses
Make a better place for our family

And sometimes to enjoy a good game of Bingo.

Thank you very much for your time and your attention.
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THE END

Time and time again, the Chamber has been where the people of Marshall come together 
to make things happen.
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